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Fishery Conservation and Management § 665.15 

is required by state laws and regula-
tions to maintain and submit records 
of catch and effort, landings and sales 
for coral reef ecosystem MUS by this 
subpart and subpart G of this part 
must make those records immediately 
available for Federal inspection and 
copying upon request by an authorized 
officer as defined in § 600.10 of this 
chapter of this chapter 

(g) State reporting. Any person who 
has a permit under § 665.21, 665.61, or 
665.601 and who is regulated by state 
laws and regulations to maintain and 
submit records of catch and effort, 
landings and sales for vessels regulated 
by subparts C, E and G of this part 
must maintain and submit those 
records in the exact manner required 
by state laws and regulations. 

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 27524, May 20, 1997; 67 FR 56501, Sept. 4, 
2002; 69 FR 8343, Feb. 24, 2004; 71 FR 53607, 
Sept. 12, 2006; 71 FR 64476, Nov. 2, 2006; 72 FR 
19125, Apr. 17, 2007; 73 FR 18458, Apr. 4, 2008; 
73 FR 70602, Nov. 21, 2008; 73 FR 75620, Dec. 12, 
2008] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTES: 1. At 73 FR 70602, 
Nov. 21, 2008, § 665.14(a)(1) was revised. This 
amendment contains information collection 
and recordkeeping requirements and will be-
come effective Oct. 5, 2009. 

2. At 73 FR 75620, Dec. 12, 2008, § 665.14(a)(1), 
(a)(2)(i) and (c) were revised. These para-
graphs contain information collection and 
recordkeeping requirements and will not be-
come effective until approval has been given 
by the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 665.15 Prohibitions. 

In addition to the prohibitions in 
§ 600.725 of this chapter, it is unlawful 
for any person to: 

(a) Engage in fishing without a valid 
permit or facsimile of a valid permit on 
board the vessel and available for in-
spection by an authorized officer, when 
a permit is required under § 665.13 or 
§ 665.17, unless the vessel was at sea 
when the permit was issued under 
§ 665.13, in which case the permit must 
be on board the vessel before its next 
trip. 

(b) File false information on any ap-
plication for a fishing permit under 
§ 665.13 or an EFP under § 665.17. 

(c) Fail to file reports in the exact 
manner required by any state law or 
regulation, as required in § 665.14. 

(d) Falsify or fail to make, keep, 
maintain, or submit any logbook or 
logbook form or other record or report 
required under §§ 665.14 and 665.17. 

(e) Refuse to make available to an 
authorized officer or a designee of the 
Regional Administrator for inspection 
or copying, any records that must be 
made available in accordance with 
§ 665.14. 

(f) Fail to affix or maintain vessel or 
gear markings, as required by §§ 665.16, 
665.24, 665.47, and 665.605. 

(g) Violate a term or condition of an 
EFP issued under § 665.17. 

(h) Fail to report any take of or 
interaction with protected species as 
required by § 665.17(k). 

(i) Fish without an observer on board 
the vessel after the owner or agent of 
the owner has been directed by NMFS 
to make accommodations available for 
an observer under §§ 665.17, 665.28, 665.49, 
or 665.65. 

(j) Refuse to make accommodations 
available for an observer when so di-
rected by the Regional Administrator 
under § 665.28, § 665.49, or § 665.65, or 
under any provision in an EFP issued 
under § 665.17. 

(k) Fail to notify officials as required 
in §§ 665.23, 665.28, 665.43, 665.63, and 
665.603. 

(l) Fish for, take or retain within a 
no-take MPA, defined in § 665.18, any 
bottomfish management unit species, 
crustacean management unit species, 
Pacific pelagic management unit spe-
cies, precious coral, seamount ground-
fish or coral reef ecosystem MUS. 

(m) Fish for, catch, or harvest man-
agement unit species with longline 
gear without an operational VMS unit 
on board the vessel after installation of 
the VMS unit by NMFS, in violation of 
§ 665.19(e)(2). 

(n) Possess management unit species, 
that were harvested after NMFS has 
installed the VMS unit on the vessel, 
on board that vessel without an oper-
ation VMS unit, in violation of 
665.19(e)(2). 

(o) Interfere with, tamper with, alter, 
damage, disable, or impede the oper-
ation of a VMS unit or attempt any of 
the same; or move or remove a VMS 
unit without the prior permission of 
the SAC in violation of § 665.19(e)(3). 
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(p) Make a false statement, oral or 
written, to an authorized officer, re-
garding the use, operation, or mainte-
nance of a VMS unit, in violation of 
§ 665.19(e)(1). 

(q) Interfere with, impede, delay, or 
prevent the installation, maintenance, 
repair, inspection, or removal of a VMS 
unit, in violation of § 665.19(e)(1). 

(r) Interfere with, impede, delay, or 
prevent access to a VMS unit by a 
NMFS observer, in violation of 
§ 665.28(f)(4). 

(s) Connect or leave connected addi-
tional equipment to a VMS unit with-
out the prior approval of the SAC, in 
violation of § 665.19(f). 

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 69 
FR 8343, Feb. 24, 2004; 73 FR 75621, Dec. 12, 
2008] 

§ 665.16 Vessel identification. 
(a) Each fishing vessel subject to this 

subpart, except those identified in 
paragraph (e) of this section, must dis-
play its official number on the port and 
starboard sides of the deckhouse or 
hull, and on an appropriate weather 
deck, so as to be visible from enforce-
ment vessels and aircraft. 

(b) The official number must be af-
fixed to each vessel subject to this sub-
part and subparts C, D, E, and F of this 
part, in block Arabic numerals at least 
18 inches (45.7 cm) in height for fishing 
and receiving vessels of 65 ft (19.8 m) 
LOA or longer, and at least 10 inches 
(25.4 cm) in height for all other vessels, 
except vessels subject to Subpart F and 
65 ft (19.8 m) LOA or longer must be 
marked in block Arabic numerals at 
least 14 inches (35.6 cm) in height. 
Marking must be legible and of a color 
that contrasts with the background. 

(c) The vessel operator must ensure 
that the official number is clearly leg-
ible and in good repair. 

(d) The vessel operator must ensure 
that no part of the vessel, its rigging, 
or its fishing gear obstructs the view of 
the official number from an enforce-
ment vessel or aircraft. 

(e) The following fishing vessels are 
exempt from the vessel identification 
requirements in this section: 

(1) A vessel registered for use under a 
Main Hawaiian Islands non-commercial 
bottomfish permit that is in compli-
ance with State of Hawaii bottomfish 

vessel registration and marking re-
quirements. 

(2) A vessel less than 40 ft (12.2 m) in 
length registered for use under a CNMI 
commercial bottomfish permit that is 
in compliance with CNMI bottomfish 
vessel registration and marking re-
quirements. 

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996. Redesignated at 71 
FR 17989, Apr. 10, 2006; 73 FR 18459, Apr. 4, 
2008; 73 FR 75621, Dec. 12, 2008] 

§ 665.17 Experimental fishing. 
(a) General. The Regional Adminis-

trator may authorize, for limited pur-
poses, the direct or incidental harvest 
of management unit species that would 
otherwise be prohibited by this subpart 
and subparts C, D, E, and F of this 
part. No experimental fishing may be 
conducted unless authorized by an EFP 
issued by the Regional Administrator 
in accordance with the criteria and 
procedures specified in this section. 
EFPs will be issued without charge. 

(b) Observers. No experimental fishing 
for crustacean management unit spe-
cies may be conducted unless an NMFS 
scientific observer is aboard the vessel. 

(c) Application. An applicant for an 
EFP must submit to the Regional Ad-
ministrator at least 60 days before the 
desired date of the EFP a written ap-
plication including, but not limited to, 
the following information: 

(1) The date of the application. 
(2) The applicant’s name, mailing ad-

dress, and telephone number. 
(3) A statement of the purposes and 

goals of the experiment for which an 
EFP is needed, including a general de-
scription of the arrangements for dis-
position of all species harvested under 
the EFP. 

(4) A statement of whether the pro-
posed experimental fishing has broader 
significance than the applicant’s indi-
vidual goals. 

(5) For each vessel to be covered by 
the EFP: 

(i) Vessel name. 
(ii) Name, address, and telephone 

number of owner and operator. 
(iii) USCG documentation, state li-

cense, or registration number. 
(iv) Home port. 
(v) Length of vessel. 
(vi) Net tonnage. 
(vii) Gross tonnage. 
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